
U2snTED States Bvtent and TVgAPEMARK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Tradcnuirk Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

www, uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/644,371 




08/23/2000 


George E. Smith 


108298529US 


1295 


25096 7590 


02/06/2003 









PERKINS COIE LLP 

PATENT-SEA 

P.O. BOX 1247 

SEATTLE, WA 98111-1247 



EXAMINER 



POLLARD, STEVEN M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3727 

DATE MAILED: 02/06/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMEIMT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. D.C. 20231 



SERIAL NUMBER 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 





r 



L 



_i 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 



Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application. 

Commissioner of Patents 



Steven Pollard 
Primary Examiner 



PTOL-90 (Rev. 6/84) 



1 ■ PATENT APPUCATION FILE COPY 



* T^^^T *'* 




UNITQ) ST/yilES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEFCE 
Patent and "n^emark Office 

Addi^ss: COMMliSSIGNER OF PATE'^^ TRADEMARK ' 
Washington, D.C. 33231 



APPUGATION NUMBER [ RUNG DATE [ FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT .PAPER NUMBER 



t DATE MAILED: 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

All partidpants (applicant, applicants representative/PTO personnel): ^ 
(1) mcW/^ (3) 

M (4) 

Date of Interview ^ /^/^ ^ 

Type: ^^Telephonic □ Televideo Conference □ Personal (copy is given to □ applicant □ applicants representative). 
Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: DVes Dno If yes, brief description: ^ 



Agreement ^was reached, □ was not reached. 



Claim(s) discussed: 

'Al] 



Identification of prior art discussed:. 



Description of the general nature of wherf was aoreed to if an agreement was reached, or any other comments: -.. ■ 

( A fuller description, If necessary, and a copy of tfie amendments, if available, which the examiner agreed would render the claims allowable 
must be attachejl. Also, yvhere no copy of the amendments which would render the claims allowable is available, a summary thereof must be 
attached.) 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of tiie substance of tiie interview. 

Unless the paragraph above has been checlced to indicate to tiie contrary. A FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
IS NOT WAIVED AND MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW; (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to ttie last Office 
action has are ready been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. 



Examine!' Note: You must sign this form unless it is an attachment to anotfier form. 




FORM FrOL-413 (REV. 2-98) 



Steven Polfafd 
Primary Examiner 



Except as otherwise provided/ a- complete written statement as to the subs^ince of any face-to-face or telephonie intefview with regard to an application rnust be '- ■ 
made of record in the application, w hether or not an agreement with the eidajniner was reached at the interview. 

• :. ^>;..r.-v -^^ , ; : - - , - §1.^33 Interviews — "itr^j : ' • ^ " ; " ' " ~X^ \ ''~~r^.: 

(b) In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an inten/iew with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the 
interview as warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An Interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§1 .111 
and 1.135. (35 U.S.G. 132) 

§ 1.2. Business to be^transacted in writing. All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of 
. applicants or their attomeys"or'agents^at the'Patent'and Trademark Office is unnecessary. The-action of the Patent and tradernark Office will be based exclusively 
on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreeirlent or^ 
doubt. ^ 

The abtion'of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself ihcomplete through the failure 
to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the. responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record In the application file, unless the examiner indicates 
he or she will do so. It is the exartiiner's resporisibility to see that such a record is made and to correct rhaterial inaccuracies which bear directly on the question of 
patentability. i^- . .*i ■ - . , , ^ . . - i ^.— 

Examiners must complete a two-sheet cart>on interleaf Interview Summary Form for each interview held after January 1 , 1978 where a matter of substance has 
been discussed during the inten^iew by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks in neat handwritten fonn using a ball point pen. Discussions regarding 
■ only procedural ni£rtters;directedsolely to restriction requirements for which interview recordation is ottienA/ise provided for in Section 81 2.01df the Manuailbf^Patent 
Examining Procedure, pointing out typographical enrors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, or resulting In an examiner's.amendment that fully sets forth 
the agreement are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. ; . - t-'i^iy'"^ . V 

The Interview Summary Fomi shall be given an appropriate paper number, placed in the right hand portion of the file; and listed onjhe "Contents" list on the file 
wrappeMn a^personal interview, the duplicate qdpy of the Form is removed and given to the applicant (or attorrie^^^^^ agent). at;the condiiSion.Qfj.hfi^ 
cas^'^reTtel^honib ihter^^ the copy is' mailed to the applicant's correspondence address either with or prior to the next official coryimunication. 

' Ttre Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

. - ^plication Nuintjer of the appJicfUipn: , . , - ■ . , . ^^.^ . , . . - ' : ^ • - , . ^ ; ft - . . - . ^ • r ^ 

" -Name m applicant' -^r^'^' - ■'^i-i- ' - - -s^:- ^ -.^ ^ 

-Name of examiner 

^,Date'Ofinterview;..:..i>:-:' - . . . . * . - . ^^•■>;'0^^eu;^■■'■- 

-Type of interview (personal or telephonic) 

-Name of participant(s)) (applicant, attorney or agent, etc.) 

- An indication whether oTTiot anexhibit was Shown or a demonstration conducted ^ " ' 

-An identification of the claims discussed 

., .-An identification of the specific prior art: discussed ' - r- 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by attachment of a copy . 

of amendments or claims agreed as t)eing allowable). (Agreements as to allowability are tentative and do not restrictifUrther action by the examiner to the 

■ contrary.)-- - r ' ' ~ - - — t - — - - 

-The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview t .r"^ 

-Names of other-Patent and Trademark Office personnel present. ... ^ _ . .-. . , .„ . ^ ... 

The Fomn also contains a statement reminding the applicant of his responsibility to record the substance of the inten/iew. 

It is desireable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his obligation to record the substance of the interview in each case unless both applicant and 
r ioxaminen agree that the examiner will record same; Where the exammer. agrees to record the substance of. the interview, or when it is adequately tecorttedron^the- 
Form or^in'an attachrrient to the Fonn,*the examiner should check a box at the bottom of the Fomi\informing ibe applicant that he need not supplement.the Form by 
■^^submitting^a separate record ^ -V- , < \ A = v' \- *\ ' ; ''\ yi/) \\.'S' '\ 

It shoukJ be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form witi not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless it includes, 
or i^«upplemented bv the applicant or the examiner to Jncltide,- all of the^applicable items required-below concerning' tKe substance of .the 'interview:^ _ 

A complete and proper recordation of t^ substance.of any interview shouldjnclude at^ least the folldwing'applicable items:, \\ , , 

"V -1) A brief description ofthe riatureof any exhibit shown or'any demonstra^^^ T ' " ' 

\ 2Xan identificajion of the^claims discussed, ^ s.^ V \ . \.V I . ' \ . . , < . , . 

S v^"s' 3)^arLidfehtifiication of spe^^ \ \\^.\' * - Cr' ' • ''^ '^-^ - ' 2 7^ = . ' V / ' v 1 ? : ~ . * * M.'.- 

; 4) ah ideritif icatioh of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature cliscussed, unless these* are already described on the Inte rvie'w Sumririary 
_ Form cornpleted by the examiner, , ]. . . r. -i^:-. - .-^^^...f^u. ^ 

■ -5) V-bVlef id^Htif ic^tibn^ of thb "general thrtist bf the principal arguments presented to the 'examiner the'identificatio^ of afgurnents ne nbt B^/ljSjrjgthy ' 

- rn- 6lat)6rartfe; A^Verti^tim'or hig^ detaileld description of the arguments is not required; The Mdentificatiori of the^arg^ sufficient iif the geheifai n^^^^ |J 
or thaist of the principal arguments made^to the examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to -H^'^f' 
emphasize and fully describe those arguments which he feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner, ■ . , 't 

- 6).ageneral indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and ■' - ~ , V'^ '\.y:c.>. 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Sumrnary Forrn completed by the examiner. . _ 

• . Examiners .are e)5pected to carefully review the:applicant's record of the substance of an inten/iew. lf th^ record is hot complete or accurate'; the^xaminerwillgtve^^^ 
applicant orie rnonth frprnlhe artd thereby avqid abandpnrnent'^if the~application"(3r 1 : 135(c) :)7,i'i: .^irv'^K-iC ~ 

' r Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

W ...^ -^V:\ 

^ . , ^jAppIicanf^s.sum^ should be carefully, checked tp^^deterrnine the accuracy .of any argument or staternentattrib 

eSa'mlrier dun'^ng'^eYnteryiew. If there is an inabcdracy^nd it bears directly on thb questioh of patentability, it sHbiild be pointed out iri'the next OffiOB letter.' If'the . 
claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth his or her version of the statement attributed to him. If the record is - 
complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication ''Interview record OK" on the paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date arid - 
the examiner's initials. 



